ABSTRACT. This work contains faunistic data on the occurrence of 677 butterfly and moth species found during 2000-2008 in north-eastern Poland (Podlasie Province). The species Monopis fenestratella (HEYDEN, 1863), Amphisbatis elsae SVENSSON, 1982, Coleophora ptarmicia WALSINGHAM, 1910 and Epermenia falciformis (HAWORTH, 1828) were found in Poland for the first time. Recent data are provided for five other species -Monochroa servella (ZELLER, 1839), Teleiodes aenigma SATTLER, 1983, Dichomeris limosella (SCHLÄGER, 1849), Aethes rutilana (HÜBNER, 1817) and Eana derivana (LA HARPE, 1858) -known in Poland only from historical data. The occurrence in Podlasie of 75 species is reported for the first time, and the occurrence of 6 other species is confirmed for this area after more than 50 years. This work also describes a new species, Monopis bisonella ŠUMPICH, sp. n. A number of species are very rare in Poland and occur only locally. These include Nemapogon wolffiellus
INTRODUCTION
This report summarizes findings about the lepidopteran fauna of north-eastern Poland obtained during several random excursions in [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] . The first collections were made in 2000 in association with the international meeting of lepidopterologists in Białowieża held by Societas Europaea Lepidopterologica (SEL). The field excursions of J. Šumpich and I. Dvořák took place in the close vicinity of Białowieża at that time, and the findings were recorded in written form. In 2006, the same authors took part in the 24th meeting of Polish lepidopterologists in the Biebrza National Park, where they examined material near the village of Osowiec Twierdza during very bad weather. The fundamental results presented in this report, however, were obtained by J. Šumpich and J. Liška during their third visit to north-eastern Poland in 2008, namely, to the region around the town of Augustów. During five night-time excursions in the neighbourhoods of Kukowo and Płaska several hundred species were found, a number of which turned out to be faunistically interesting not only for Poland but also in a broader central European context.
Most of the species found were caught using a 125 W mercury lamp and an 8 W fluorescent lamp. Additional adults were caught with a lepidopterological net (sweeping, by individual catching). The material evidence is filed in the authors' collections.
Monopis bisonella ŠUMPICH, sp. n.
(Tineidae) Material examined Holotype: male, Białowieża env., Podolany village, (genitalia in glycerine in the plastic tube on the pins below the adult) ( Fig. 1) , 28 V 2000 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich, later in Czech museum with author's collection). 
Description of male
Wingspan: 11 mm. Head and frons densely covered with yellow ochre bristles (hairs). Labial palps yellow when fully extended. Antenna filiform, dark, the last third white. Thorax and abdomen brown, concolorous with the forewings. Leg undersides yellow, upper sides alternately black and yellow. Forewing: ground colour ( Fig. 1 ) dark brown; in the centre, a bold, sharply defined white spot. A second white spot on the dorsum, the white colour extending to the fringes. Hindwings brown, paler than forewings. Fringes of both wings the same hue as hindwing except where the white spot meets the forewing edge.
Male genitalia (Figs 2-4): uncus oblong, bottle-shaped, tapering towards the tip; tip bifurcate with pointed terminations. Gnathos tapering gradually, convex in the middle, bent, with a pointed termination. A spur protrudes just below the termination. Valva elongate, oval, 2.5 x longer than its width in the middle; at the base it is wider than at the outer end.
Ventral border gently curved, dorsal side is very much convex; the shape of the valve remotely resembles the letter S. Saccus 1.2 x longer than aedeagus, very narrow, tapering slightly in bottom fifth of its length. Aedeagus narrow, 2.5x wider than saccus, slightly curved in the lateral aspect, 1.5 x longer than valva, without cornutus. Vesica densely covered with small striae.
Female: unknown.
Biology: unknown. The holotype was caught on a wet meadow close to a wet forest. Presumably, the ecological requirements of this species are similar to those of most species of the genus Monopis.
Figs 2-4. Male genitalia of Monopis bisonella sp. n., 2 -ventral aspect, 3 -lateral aspect, 4 -ventral aspect of uncus.
Distribution
The type locality is in north-eastern Poland (Fig. 5) , which is the south-western border of the European boreal zone. Therefore, it may well be of boreal origin and has spread into a wider area. 
Etymology
The name of the new species is derived from the generic name of the European bison (Bison bonasus) , as the population of these mammals is numerous precisely where the newly described moth was found.
Remarks
Nowadays, the genus Monopis HÜBNER, 1825 includes 135 species (ROBINSON 2002) , just 14 of which occur in Europe (GAEDIKE, in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . Monopis bisonella ŠUMPICH, sp. n. can be relatively easily distinguished from other similar Palaearctic species of this genus (PETERSEN 1957 , ZAGULJAEV 1960 , GAEDIKE & KARSHOLT 2001 , XIAO & LI 2006 , thanks to its two sharply defined spots on the forewing (the most similar species by size, M. fenestratella, has one spot with a fuzzy border). Compared to the species in the M. laevigatella group, which have a very similar forewing pattern, Monopis bisonella ŠUMPICH, sp. n. is significantly smaller and differs from most of the former species in the chocolate colour of its forewings. We can reliably differentiate the species by the male genitalia: the combination of the characteristically shaped gnathos and convex valve is a definitive characteristic.
Parornix avellanella (STAINTON, 1854)
(Gracillariidae) Material examined Kukowo, 2 males, 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich) . A widespread species, the name of which was until recently considered to be a synonym of P. devoniella (STAINTON, 1850) (PRINS & PRINS 2005) . The material found in north-eastern Poland was identified according to KUZNETZOV & BARYSCHNIKOVA (2003) , who revised the taxonomic position of the Palaearctic species of the genus Parornix SPULER, 1910.
Scythris palustris (ZELLER, 1855)
(Scythrididae) Material examined Białowieża env., Podolany village, 1 male, 28 V 2000 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). A wetland species, its exclusive foodplant is Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus (BENGTSSON 1997) . The range of distribution of this species is concentrated in central Europe, but it has also been known from western and north-eastern Europe (BENGTSSON in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . In Poland it is very local. It used to be found in the provinces of Western Pomerania, Lower Silesia and Małopolska, but recently just in Lublin Province (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) .
Coleophora ptarmicia WALSINGHAM, 1910
(Coleophoridae) Material examined Płaska, 1 male (Fig. 8) , 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). The specimen was caught at light in an open, steppe-like biotope with sandy soil. The caterpillar is associated with Achillea millefolium, which occurs in this locality in great abundance. A very local species; to date, there is insufficient knowledge regarding its occurrence. Today, the species is known from just a few countries in central and western Europe, the Baltic countries and Russia (BALDIZZONE & van der WOLF in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . Among Poland's neighbouring countries, it has been found only in the Czech Republic (STERNECK & ZIMMERMANN 1933 , GREGOR et al. 1984 , ŠUMPICH et al. 2007 ) and in Slovakia (REIPRICH & OKÁLI 1989) . A new species for Poland.
Pseudatemelia elsae SVENSSON, 1982
(Amphisbatidae) Material examined Płaska, 25 spec. (not sexed) (Fig. 9) , 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich, J. Liška), many others were sighted. Material evidence was obtained by catching at light at the edge of a pine forest. We do not have sufficiently reliable information regarding the occurrence of this species, as it is very similar to related species of this genus and can very easily be confused with them. Current knowledge of the life history, habitats and distribution is summarized by TOKÁR et al. (2005) . In neighbouring countries only known from the Czech Republic (LIŠKA et al. 2001) and Slovakia (TOKÁR et al. 2002) . A new species for Poland.
Monochroa servella (ZELLER, 1839)
(Gelechiidae) Material examined Płaska, 1 male, 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Liška). The specimen was caught individually in a wetland biotope near the lake "Jezioro Pobojno". A very local species (and very rare in most of the locations where it occurs), its food plants are Primula farinosa and P. veris (ELSNER et al. 1999) . The species occurs in pockets across the whole of Europe, including all of Poland's neighbours (KARSHOLT in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . In Poland to date, there exists only historical data on its occurrence, namely from Western Pomerania and Lower Silesia (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) . The rediscovery of this species in Augustów Forest confirms the occurrence of this species in Poland after a gap of more than 50 years.
Monochroa rumicetella (HOFMANN, 1868)
(Gelechiidae) Material examined Biebrza National Park, Osowiec Twierdza env., 2 males (Fig. 10) , 3 VI 2006 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). The material was caught at UV light in a dry pine wood with numerous Juniperus communis bushes. The caterpillar is associated with species of Acetosa and Acetosella; it prefers forest-steppe biotopes (ELSNER et al. 1999) . Although this species inhabits the whole of Europe, it is very local and its populations are not dense anywhere. In Poland, it has so far been known only from the province of Kujawy-Pomerania, and historically Małopolska. The finding in Podlasie makes a significant addition to our knowledge of this species in Poland.
Monochroa niphognatha (GOZMÁNY, 1953)
(Gelechiidae) Material examined Białowieża env., Podolany village, 1 male (Fig. 11) , 28 V 2000 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). The voucher specimen was caught at light in a meadow, which tallies with present knowledge of this species' ecological requirements (ELSNER et al. 1999) . To date, the species has been known from just a few localities in central and northern Europe, and recently it was found in the British Isles and in Ukraine (ELSNER et al. 1999 , KARSHOLT in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004 , BIDZILYA & BUDASHKIN 2009 ). In Poland, it has so far been recorded in just two provinces (Lublin and Podlasie).
Carpatolechia aenigma SATTLER, 1983
(Gelechiidae) Material examined Płaska, 1 male (Fig. 12) , 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). The voucher specimen was caught at light in an open, steppe-like habitat, which corresponds to the habitat preferences of the species (ELSNER et al. 1999) . It occurs mostly in eastern, western and central Europe. It does not occur on the islands of Europe, in the Iberian Peninsula or in the Nordic countries (KARSHOLT in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . In Poland to date it has been known only from historical data from the province of Mazovia (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) . The present finding from Augustów Forest provides important confirmation of its occurrence in Poland.
Dichomeris limosella (SCHLÄGER, 1849)
(Gelechiidae) Material examined Białowieża env., Podolany village, 1 specimen, 21 VI 2008 (observ. J. Šumpich, J. Liška). The present specimen was observed on a forest path, where it was attracted to light. This species is widespread in Europe (KARSHOLT in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) , and it is not so rare in a number of places (hence, no voucher specimens were collected). However, only historical records are known from Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) and Bohemia, western part of the Czech Republic (NOVÁK et al. 1997) . This is the first confirmed occurrence in Poland for more than 50 years.
Aethes rutilana (HÜBNER, 1817)
(Tortricidae) Material examined Płaska, 2 males, 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). Both voucher specimens were attracted to light at the edge of a forest where Juniperus communis is common, with which the caterpillar is uniquely associated. This species is widespread in Europe. Among neighbouring countries, it has not yet been reported in Ukraine, Belarus or Russia (AARVIK in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . In Poland, this species has been found in most provinces but there are no recent data (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) . The situation is similar in the Czech Republic, where the species was mentioned by a number of authors in the first half of the 20th century (STERNECK & ZIMMERMANN 1933 , VLACH 1936 , ZIMMERMANN & SKALA 1947 , but recently there has been just one record (ŠUMPICH et al. 2007 ). The present finding confirms the species' occurrence in Poland after more than 50 years.
Cochylidia moguntiana (RÖSSLER, 1864)
(Tortricidae) Material examined Płaska, 14 males ( Fig. 13 ), 2 females, 16 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich, J. Liška); several others were sighted. The moths were captured by sweeping in dry grasslands and by driving them out from clumps of Artemisia campestris, their food plant. The species occurs in pockets throughout most of Europe but is absent from a number of countries, including Ukraine, Belarus and Russia (AARVIK in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) ; it has not been found in the Czech Republic either (LAŠTŮVKA & LIŠKA 2005) . In Poland, it is known at present only from Kujawy-Pomerania, but in the past it was also recorded in WarmiaMazury (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) . Its common occurrence in Augustów Forest illustrates the still insufficient knowledge of the moths of north-eastern Poland and highlights the exceptional natural conditions of this region.
Eana derivana (LA HARPE, 1858)
(Tortricidae) Material examined Płaska, 2 males ( Fig. 14) , 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich, J. Liška). The material was obtained by catching at light on sandy biotopes near the village of Płaska. It is a species whose life history and habitats are generally still unknown, and whose distribution is insufficiently understood. It is known to occur in many European countries but has not been found in the Iberian Peninsula, in the British Isles, or, to date, east of Poland (AARVIK in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . From Poland, reports of its occurrence have been published only from the provinces of Pomerania, Silesia and Małopolska, but in all cases these are historical data (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) . The present findings confirm the species' recent occurrence in Poland after more than 50 years.
Cnephasia pasiuana (HÜBNER, 1799)
(Tortricidae) Material examined Płaska, 1 male (Fig. 15) , 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). The specimen was attracted to a source of ultraviolet light on a forest path. The species is widespread in Europe, its occurrence being reported in most countries (AARVIK in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . The species has been found in a number of provinces in Poland, but recently only in Kujawy-Pomerania (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) . The finding contributes to our knowledge of the species' occurrence in Poland, and it provides the first record for Podlasie.
Ancylis diminutana (HAWORTH, 1811)
(Tortricidae) Material examined Biebrza National Park, Osowiec Twierdza env., 1 male, 3 VI 2006, Kukowo, 1 male, 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). Both specimens were captured at light in wetland habitats. The species is distributed in Europe locally and is come across very infrequently; it is absent from southern Europe and in most countries of western Europe. Among Poland's neighbours, it has been found only in the Czech Republic and in Lithuania (AARVIK in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004) . For Poland, until recently its occurrence was known only from historical records (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) . It was recently reported by RAZOWSKI (2003) from the Borecka Forest (J. Buszko leg.).
Dichrorampha incognitana (KREMKY & MASLOWSKI, 1933)
(Tortricidae) Material examined Płaska, 2 males ( Fig. 16 ), 17 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich). A steppe species associated with Achillea millefolium, on which the material evidence was collected. The species occurs in almost the entire Palaearctic, but it is a very rare species in Europe and is wholly absent from the west and south of the continent (RAZOWSKI 2003 , AARVIK in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004 . In Poland, its occurrence is known from very old data from most provinces. It has recently been found only in Kujawy-Pomerania. This is a rare finding, not only from the viewpoint of Polish entomofaunistics but also from the wider European perspective.
Dichrorampha agilana (TENGSTRÖM, 1848)
(Tortricidae) Material examined Płaska, 20 spec. (not sexed) (Fig. 17) , 16-18 VI 2008 (leg., coll 
Epermenia falciformis (HAWORTH, 1828)
(Epermeniidae) Material examined Białowieża env., Podolany village, 3 males ( Fig. 18 ), 21 VI 2008 (leg., coll. J. Šumpich, J. Liška). This species was overlooked in the past, and it was not distinguished from Epermenia illigerella (HÜBNER, 1813) until recently (SCHOLZ 1996) . Mainly on this account, its occurrence is still known from only a small number of countries, mostly in central and northern Europe (SCHOLZ 1996 , GAEDIKE in KARSHOLT & NIEUKERKEN 2004 . Present-day records in neighbouring countries are from most German Lands (GAEDIKE & HEINICKE 1999) , Bohemia (NOVÁK et al. 1997) , Moravia (ŠUMPICH et al. 2006) and Slovakia (TOKÁR et al. 1999) . To date, no evidence of its occurrence in Poland has been forthcoming. It is thus a new species for Poland.
CONCLUSION
In total nearly 700 moth species were found during three excursions to north-eastern Poland between 2000 and 2008. Among them were a number of faunistically or zoogeographically rare findings of interest beyond that of Polish entomofaunistics. Although we can regard the entire area of north-eastern Poland as having rather extraordinary natural conditions, here, too, we can observe the trend of decreasing insect populations that is characteristic of the whole of Europe. If we compare our impressions from our excursions in Poland with the findings obtained during our studies of the lepidopteran fauna of the Czech lands, however, we must state that the situation in Poland is still much more favourable than that in the Czech Republic (i.e. species abundances were conspicuously higher in comparable biotope types). We should note that the general decrease of moths in Europe, where a number of species are in jeopardy and in extreme cases even dying out, relates not only to large and attention-grabbing species but also to some very small species (the "Microlepidoptera" group) that are today very easily overlooked. 
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